
Year 2 – Autumn Term – Guy Fawkes and the 

Gunpowder Plot

Historical Skills

In this topic, I will: 

Historical enquiry  Uses evidence to explain reasons why people in 

past acted as they did

Historical understanding Recounts main events from a significant event 

in history. Write simple stories and recounts about the past. 

Chronological understanding events beyond living memory that are 

significant nationally or globally,  the lives of significant individuals in 

the past who have contributed to national and international 

achievements. 

At the end of this topic, I will be able to:

•    Explain what Bonfire Night is.

• Know about King James I of England

• Know who Guy Fawkes was.

• Explain what happened in the Gunpowder Plot.

• Know why fireworks are lit on November 5th.

National Curriculum Link:

• KS1 - events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or 

globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane 

flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]

• KS1 - the lives of significant individuals in the past who have 

contributed to national and international achievements. Some should 

be used to compare aspects of life in different periods
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